EPISODES  OF WAR.                      257

affirmatively. " Then," said he, " for God's sake stop.
Morgan has just swooped down, and has carried off a hun-
dred of your horses and all the drivers ; and if you go
further he will capture you ! "

Learning these facts, there was not a moment to be lost.
I directed one orderly to go at full speed to Colonel Ken-
nett's camp, two miles distant, and order him to turn out
his entire force, and fly to the rescue of his captured men,
and try to head off Morgan in his efforts to escape with
his prisoners and booty to Murfreesboro. The other or-
derly was sent back to camp to turn out all the cavalry.
N------flew like lightning with orders to the two most dis-
tant brigade commanders each to turn out a regiment,
while I galloped to the headquarters of General I)uniont,
gave him the facts in two words, and directed him to turn
out his cavalry and a regiment of infantry. The general
looked at me in amazement, and lifting his hands exclaimed,
"Good God I Captain Braideii, my aid-de-camp and son-
in-law, must be lost!"

The order given, I turned my horse's head and dashed
up the hill to the quarters of the 9th Brigade. I found
Colonel Harris of the 2d Ohio in his tent, gave him the
facts, and shouted at the top of my voice to the boys to
seize their rifles and form their companies instantly. In a
moment the long roll was beating,1 and in five minutes
the cavalry and three regiments of infantry were moving
at double quick.

We put spurs to our horses and rode Jehu-like to the
scene of the capture. My orderly had reached Kennett's
camp, and the cavalry were already coming down the road.
My mounted artillerymen, acting as cavalry, came up. I
sung out for some one skilled in following a trail, when
out darted three noble-looking fellows. " There," said I,
u boys, are the tracks of Morgan's horses. Here they
threw down the fence and, taking to the fields, have fled to
the woods with their prisoners. Follow like lightning and

1 Such precautions were in order, but it is probable that General
Mitchel wished to test the rapidity with which his command could he
turned out.o  learn  the
